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We Love Reading has published 33 children’s illustrated storybooks designed 

for readers between ages 10-4. The storybooks were developed according to 

partners and local writers, illustrators, and designers.

We Love Reading  is a program that aims to change

mindsets to create change makers through the love of 

reading. The program was founded in 2006 by Prof. 

Rana Dajani in Jordan and has spread to 65 countries, 

where thousands of We Love Reading libraries have 

been established.



Prof. Rana Dajani

Dear We Love Reading ambassadors  all over the world.

You are the most important person.
 

What you do is the most important things in the world.

They all need you, you are the Queen.

Letter from the Founder
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Be wise, organize and lead that is what you do best. Read to yourself to be stronger. Read to 

your children, cuddle, love, and enjoy to create meaning and connections. Read to your older 

children to bond, inspire, and be inspired. It’s okay to share vulnerability it makes us human, 

and make our children and loved ones reach out, realizing we all need each other. 

Reading is powerful. The first word in the Quran is «Read». It’s not about literacy. It's about 

comprehension, cognition, expansion, and embracing. It’s a connection with other humans. It 

allows us to share experiences to revel, laugh cry, learn,  be wise and grow forward. We Love 

Reading is all that and more. Let this time give you a chance to realize what you really want 

and need. It has put things in perspective, It has given us an opportunity to pause and reflect. 

It’s never too late, all the past was a learning experience, and now is the time to plan and 

start. It’s a whole new world waiting for us to go forward, trust yourself and go forward. You 

are the catalyst that makes things happen. We are behind you and proud of you and we are 

learning from you. Rana Dajani



Rawa
 

Abu El-Laban

We Love Reading ambassador from Amman

By March 20th, the spread of the COVID-19 virus prompted Jordan to impose a 

state of emergency to curb the virus by enforcing curfews and a lockdown. When

most families in Jordan were under complete lockdown and were not leaving their 

homes, Rawa was reading to her daughter and son once a day. Her children were 

She told us that she was happy to be able to read to her 5 years old daughter, 

because through reading aloud to her and displaying the words to her on each page, 

she was introducing her to vocabulary and phrases in Arabic and Fus’ha.

Rawa’s daughter was happier after storytime because Rawa spends time with her.
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Rawa Abu El-Laban is a refugee f rom Syria

 who is living in Amman. In 2020 Rawa took

the We Love Reading training with 37 other

Syrian and Jordanian women in February of 

last year and received a seed library of We 

Love Reading’s children’s storybooks.



Yosra Shehadeh

We Love Reading ambassador from Jarash

Like most people in Jordan, Yosra and her family could not leave their homes when

Jordan announced a state of emergency to curb the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

books to her to read.

She told us that taking the training and joining the program had a very good impact

house but had a lot of energy and were missing out on being with their peers in school.

Yosra says that reading to her children over the years has improved the ways that 

that they play with other children, and share their toys with them.
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Yosra Shehadeh has been reading to 

children in her nieghborhood, she 

attended the We Love Reading training 

and received a seed library of children’s 

storybooks in 2019. Since March of last 

year, she has reached over 

280 children. 

-

on her because 



We Love Reading ambassador from Amman
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danian women in February this year, and she received a seed library of We Love 

In March, Jordan imposed a state of emergency to curb the spread of the COVID-19 

virus by enforcing curfews and a lockdown. 

them on the roof so that they can enjoy the fresh air. She said that being able to read 

to them has those challenging circumstances a bit easier for them and their parents.

Latifa Al-Laham

s



Heba Al Omari 

We Love Reading ambassador from Irbid
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-

dren’s storybooks. She has reached over 700 children with an average of 20 children 

per reading session.  

When people could not leave their homes because of the lockdown, Heba decided 

to videotape herself reading storybooks so that the children she usually reads to at 

bad behavior because of the characters she reads to them about.

Heba Al Omari recently established a 

center for children in Irbid, where 

she reads aloud to them. The We 

Love Reading program inspired center

is called «Butterfly Story».

-

The name of the newly established

center by Heba was inspired by the We 

Love Reading training material, 
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What We Love Reading did during COVID -19 Times ?

What We  Love  Reading did during 
COVID-19 Times ?

The “We Love Reading” online training is a platform made  for parents and communi-

ty members to learn to read aloud to their children in a fun way and keep them 

engaged with learning. The training included learning the importance of reading 

aloud for fun to change mindsets to create change-makers for both adults and 

children. 

The training include techniques to read aloud for fun and it explains how to start

read-aloud sessions in your local neighborhoods on a regular basis. Reading to 

children should be in the mother tongue language of the child. To increase the 

reach of the program, we have partnered with Greater Translogic advisory se-

rvices from South Africa to host our online training for free.This enabled us  to 

have unlimited users.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 

schools were shut, and children 

were staying home, so we

decided to launch our online 

training to be able to reach 

ambassadors wherever they are 

and to help them read to children.



11

What We Love  Reading did during COVID -19 Times ?

We Love Reading is multilingual

The online training has been translated to multiple languages. 

French done by Amal Khaleefah, 

Persian done by Farzaneh Shahartash,

Vietnamese done by Bich Hang,

Spanish done by Jesus Gonzales,

Urdu done by Amna Hassan Kazmi, 

Italian done by Francesca Fedeli, 

Chinese done by Geyu Chen,
 
and Mongolian done by Temy Temuulen.

This was especially important at that time because schools were closed for the 

coronavirus and We Love Reading became a placeholder to keep children 

engaged with learning in a fun way so that when education opportunities are 

available they will be motivated to seek these opportunities and engage with 

learning. Also, the We Love Reading program fosters resilience and well-being 

among women, men, youth, children, and parents. Everyone is engaged in a 

human-human interaction that fosters positive mental health. 



What We Love Reading did during COVID -19 Times?

Our research during COVID-19
We are currently working on research in cooperation with 

Yale University in a cohort of Syrian families living as refugees

in Jordan,  that aims to assess, the extent to which fathers

engage with their families, contribute to family cohesiveness, 

and assess family-level impacts of the  COVID-19  pandemic.

In doing so, it offers both a humanistic and social lens on Syrian 

refugee fathers and  their roles across generations. 

In another research in cooperation with the University of California Davis, and NYU 

Abu Dhabi to measure adrenocortical and psychosocial responses of families in Jordan 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Summary:
Here is a summary of what we did to make it possible for you to be engaged in 

the program:

1- We launched our free open online We Love Reading training in multiple languages.

2- Posting on our social media and YouTube channel about WLR ambassadors from

around the world reading aloud to children in their local language.

3- We are collecting stories from around the world of WLR Ambassadors  

experience and posting them on Social media (Facebook, Twitter)

4- We worked with the Jordanian television and the French Media Development Agency

CFI to produce reading sessions which were broadcasted on the Jordanian television.
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/737037694281232/https://www.facebook.com/watch/TogetherInJordan

/737037694281232/https://www.facebook.com/watch/TogetherInJordan/737037694281232/https://www.facebook.com/watch/TogetherInJordan/737037694281232/https://www.facebook.com/watch/TogetherInJordan

/737037694281232/https://www.facebook.com/watch/TogetherInJordan

/737037694281232/https://www.facebook.com/watch/TogetherInJordan

/737037694281232/https://www.facebook.com/watch/TogetherInJordan

/737037694281232/https://www.facebook.com/watch/TogetherInJordanWatch
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What We Love Reading did during COVID -19 Times?

In conclusion:

to focus on the setbacks, but you can

In every challenge, we face there is a 

new door that is opened, for a new 

Become the next changemaker
To visit our training portal click here/https://welovereading.org/training-portal
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